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Prenatal ceremonies

1.Garbhadhana samskara (The rite of passage of conception)
2. Pumsavana (Rite of passage of fetus protection)
3.Simantonnayana (Rite of passage for the mental development)
After birth Ceremonies

4. Jatakarma: Rite of a new-born infant

5. Nama-karana: Ceremony of naming a child

6. Niskramana :Baby's first outing

/. Anna prasana :a baby's first intake of solid food

8. Mundana :Shaving the child's head for the first time

9. Karna vedha :Piercing the child's ear lobes

Educational Ceremonies

10. Upanayana or Yajfiopavita

11. Vedarambha: (the beginning of formal learning.)
12. Samavartana (The ceremony of completion of education )
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13. Vivaha Samskara

(Wedding Ceremony)

> With the completion of the life of studentship, the next
stage of life begins which is called Grhastha asrama or
the life of a householder.

> This stage starts with this Wedding ceremony.
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Vivaha Samskara

(Wedding Ceremony)

The Smrti texts laud the Grhastha asrama as the highest,
for it is the central support of the other three asramas.

2T a'rég TATACT dded ddoledd: |
AT TEEAATAC dcied Ha ITHHAT: |

Just as all Creatures subsist by deriving support from
air, so d o the other states subsist by deriving support
from the Householder.

Manu Smrt1.3.77
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Vivaha Samskara
(Wedding Ceremony)

> This Is an irrevocable commitment for a lifetime.

> Marriage is the only way to continue the family, and
thereby repay, his debt to his ancestors.

> By marriage an individual is able to achieve the four
Purusartha (endeavors) of life: Dharma (righteousness),
Artha (wealth), Kama (desire) and Moksa (liberation).
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Vivaha Samskara

(Wedding Ceremony)

= For developing a stable and ideal society, marriage has
been regarded as an essential element in all cultures of
the world.

= A society without loyal marital ties tends to degrade.

m This Samskara boosts cultural values and dharma. It
upholds and promotes moral righteousness and self
control.
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Vivaha Samskara (Wedding ceremony)

There are eight types of marriage mentioned in various Dharma Sastras.

TJUMATT JUIET Y dg edrfedrt |
SCITIATT FART ENfdargriestared |l

Manu Smrti.3.20
Understand briefly these (following) eight forms of marriage of girls. Some of

these are beneficial and while others are not so in this life and also after
death.

STEAT daeddary: HreIcaedarsgl: |
aeeraf Termese YemeeaTse s ||
Manu Smrti.3.21

1.Brahma, 2. Daiva, 3.Arsa, 4.Prajapatya, 5.Asura, 6. Gandharva,
/.Raksasa and 8.Paisaca, which is the eighth and the lowest.
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Vivaha / Marriage

Brahma; When one himself invites the groom endowed
with learning and character and gives to him his daughter,
after having worshipped him, without taking anything in
exchange. The Smrti texts consider this type as the most
honorable. Manu Smrti.3.27

Daiva: When the qirl is given away to the Priest within the
altar who officiates at a Yajfia. Manu Smrti.3.28
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Vivaha / Marriage

Arsa: When the maiden is given away in due accordance with rule,
after taking, in obedience to law, from the bridegroom, one or two pairs
of cow and bull. Manu Smrti.3.29

Prajapatya; The girl is given away on the clear undertaking having
been taken in so many words that “you both together shall duly Fulfil
your duties.” Manu Smrti.3.30

The term ‘duty’ in the said expression standing for ‘property’ and
pleasure’ also. The girl is getting married to the person upon whom the
condition has been imposed that ‘this girl is to be given to you only if
you fulfil your duty, property and pleasure along with her,” and who has
accepted the condition at the time of marriage.
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Vivaha / Marriage

These four types of marriages are regarded as
Prasasta - commended for the Brahmana.
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Vivaha / Marriage

Asura: It is the Asura which is performed after satisfying with
wealth the girl and her guardians. Manu Smrti.3.31

When the girl is given away to a man who is suspected, by other
people, of hypocrisy and deceit,—it is the Asura form. Harita Smrti
Gandharva: The mutual union of the bride and bridegroom,
through love is to be known as the “Gandharva” form; the

union is consummated in passion and it has its source in lust.
Manu Smrti.3.32
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Vivaha / Marriage

Raksasa : When the girl 1s taken away by force.
Manu Smrti.3.33

Paisaca : When the girl is taken away while she 1s
asleep, or intoxicated or unconscious,—it 1s the
“Paisaca” form, the wickedest and the basest of

marriages. Manu Smrti .3.34

These four types of marriage are known as

aprasasta- which are not praiseworthy.
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Vivaha / Marriage

TSl o T YT arausdt THATAE |

ﬁ%ﬁ%a@%ﬂd o7 hadcdl el el ||
Manu Smrti.3.25

Of the five, three have been declared to be lawful and
two unlawful, in this treatise; the Paisaca and the Asura

forms should never be adopted.
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Vivaha / Marriage

FoISel AT 7T o731 T qdq 7 |
AT el folcd FHodmor a7 9 ¢gaa |

In that family, where the husband is pleased with his wife
and the wife with her husband, happiness will assuredly be
lasting.

Manu Smrti.3.60
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Vivaha / Marriage

IF AREd Ioded {Hed dF cddr: |
2 o \ C
TAAE] o Yoded FARAAThT: fohaT: |

Where women are honored, there devatas rejoice; where,

on the other hand, they are not honored, there all rites are
fruitless. Manu Smrti.3.56

MAfed SHAT IT [TATER] A Ford |
A rafed  TAAT a9d de 7 a@der |

Where the female relations live in grief, the family soon wholly
perishes; but that family where they are not unhappy ever prospers.
Manu Smrti.3.57
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Vivaha / Marriage

TEATCAT: el YT HyuIesIGel IGHE
e HARTTT HeahRYcHaY T ||

No )

Hence men who seek their own welfare, should always
honor women and on holidays and festivals with gifts of
ornaments, clothes, and dainty food.

Manu Smrti.3.59
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Vivaha / Marriage

Day after day the twice-born shall perform
the five great sacrifices; he shall never omit
them.

Manu Smrti.3.69
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Vivaha / Marriage

YA FEeATA: TUJIAE] TI0TH

grAT dar sfasfar FaasfaRgssta I

Learning and teaching 1s the ‘offering to Brahma;’

the tarpana 1s the ‘offering to Pitrs;’
the Homa 1s ‘offering to devatas;’
the Bali 1s ‘offering to bhutas’ and
the honoring of Atithi is ‘offering to men.’

Manu Smrti .3.70
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Vivaha / Marriage

caarsfafsears RqumATeHTT I: |
A Ui IsaeEcoddes | Sidfd |

He who does not make offerings to the five—viz.,

god, guests, dependents, Pitrs and himself,—does not
live, even though breathing.
Manu Smrti.3.72
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Samskara
(Rite of passage)
Part-5
14.Vanaprastha
&
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